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Dear conference participants,

I would like to warmly welcome you to the 20th ICN Annual Conference hosted by the Hungarian Competition 
Authority, GVH. Congratulations to President Rigó and his team for organising this great event. Initially the 
Annual Conference was planned as a traditional conference in April, postponed to October and transformed into 
the ICN’s second virtual ICN Annual Conference.

Looking back to the first Annual Conference in Naples and comparing that time to this year’s anniversary 
conference, we realise that the ICN has taken us a long way. The ICN is a vibrant organisation. Every year we have 
many events, workshops, teleseminars and webinars. The working groups develop work products that serve as a 
basis for global standards. The ICN is unique in the way it operates on a purely informal and voluntary basis and 
is nonetheless the most important organisation for competition agencies in the world today. 

The ICN provides a platform for international cooperation, the exchange of experience and knowledge and the 
development of common ground in a world which is more interconnected than ever. Digitalisation acts as a driver 
of globalisation and the COVID-19 pandemic has illustrated that challenges can no longer be limited locally. It is 
precisely in such times that a network has to deliver to and support its members. The ICN has demonstrated its 
value and impact by presenting the COVID-19 statement at an early stage, bringing members and NGAs together 
at virtual events, workshops and webinars, and producing important written work. To shape the network for its 
next decade we reached out to all members and NGAs as part of the Third Decade Project. We have received very 
positive feedback for what has already been achieved and many valuable impulses for the future to ensure that the 
ICN will continue to take up the topics that are most important for its members, has fitting tools and instruments 
to work and communicate with, and has a reliable structure which combines flexibility and stability.

When we praise the ICN for its achievements, we really mean its members and the NGAs. The ICN is pure 
and direct; there is no filter, no headquarter to which tasks can be delegated. In my capacity as ICN Chair and on 
behalf of the ICN Steering Group I want to thank everybody involved. You have done a great job! 

One advantage of the virtual format is that we can bring so many members and NGAs together. I am looking 
forward to the 20th ICN Annual Conference and to moving forward together with all of you. 

Yours sincerely,

Andreas Mundt
ICN Steering Group Chairman & 

President, Bundeskartellamt
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Dear ICN Members, Dear Colleagues,

The Hungarian Competition Authority (Gazdasági Versenyhivatal – GVH) is very pleased to host the 20th – 
anniversary – Annual Conference of the ICN between 13-15 October 2021. 

This year the Hungarian Competition Authority celebrated the 30th anniversary of its establishment and – as 
a member of the ICN from the outset – we are also celebrating the 20th anniversary of our ICN membership. I 
am aware of the great importance that the GVH has always placed on its cooperation with the ICN. My author-
ity is particularly active in the work of the Cartel Working Group. The opportunity to organise the ICN Annual 
Conference is a great honour for us and allows us to combine these two very important anniversaries.

The conference programme – which had to be adjusted in order to accommodate the specific circumstances 
of a virtual conference – is very promising. It will allow us to provide an overview of the lessons of the first two 
decades of the ICN and to look ahead to the third decade of this network-based cooperation.

In addition to the important projects carried out by the Steering Group in this 2020-2021 ICN year – the 
“Competition law enforcement at the intersection between competition, consumer protection, and privacy”, the 
“International Enforcement Cooperation” and the “ICN Third Decade Project” – and in addition to the plenary 
meetings of the ICN Working Groups, the special project of the GVH on the topic of “Sustainable Development 
and Competition Policy” is considered equally important. The report on the special project is available on the 
conference homepage, and there will also be a plenary meeting on the first day of the conference discussing the 
best practices in this area.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the members of the ICN Steering Group, to the co-chairs of 
the ICN Working Groups, to the members of the ICN Annual Conference Planning Committee and to the ICN 
Secretariat for working hard on the preparation of the agenda in this changing and challenging environment. 
Furthermore, I would like to thank all of the moderators and speakers for their contribution to the success of this 
conference. 

Let me also thank all of the participants for joining us and participating at this conference – I hope you will 
enjoy the professional and social events of our virtual conference!

Yours sincerely,

Csaba Rigó
President of the GVH





Chain Bridge in Budapest



8 AGENDA

Wednesday, 13 October 2021
Time Event

12:00-12:45 Opening Session
Opening Speeches by:
Csaba Rigó, President, Hungarian Competition Authority; Andreas Mundt, President, Bundeskartellamt, Germany, 
ICN Steering Group Chair; Péter Szijjártó, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary

12:45-12:50 Break
12:50-13:50 Host’s Special Plenary Session: Sustainable Development and Competition Law

The panel is based on the concept that participants will discuss and further elaborate on the current issues and the 
future of the relationship between sustainable development and competition law by sharing their own knowledge 
and by relying on the survey results of the special project of the GVH. It is also expected to inspire the audience by 
drawing attention to the challenges, potential solutions, and good practices. 
The panel seeks to discuss the following questions:
• What is the current and future position of the topic?
• Do competition agencies have the sufficient toolkit to address sustainability in competition cases? If not, how 

to develop them?
• Do competition agencies have the appropriate skills to deal with sustainability? If not, how to develop them?
• How could competition agencies provide legal certainty for businesses?
• Is international cooperation needed in this field? If yes, in what forms?

Moderator:
Martijn Snoep, Chairman, the Netherlands Authority for Consumers and Markets

Speakers:
Tembinkosi Bonakele, Competition Commission of South Africa; Nicole Kar, Linklaters, United Kingdom; Andreas 
Mundt, President, Bundeskartellamt, Germany; Delia Rickard, Deputy Chair, Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission; Csaba Rigó, President, Hungarian Competition Authority

13:50-13:55 Break
13:55-14:40 CWG Plenary: International Cooperation in Fighting Cross-Border Cartels: Issues and Challenges

Following up the 2021 ICN/OECD Report on International Enforcement Cooperation and the 2020 ICN Guidance on 
Enhancing Cross-Border Leniency Cooperation, the plenary session objective is to progress the discussion on the 
main issues and challenges for an effective cooperation and how the ICN can best support and enhance agencies’ 
ability to engage in cooperation in cartel enforcement. The plenary session will address issues and challenges 
related to, inter alia, cross-border leniency cooperation, legal barriers for the exchange of confidential information, 
obstacles in obtaining assistance from overseas competition agencies in accessing key information or witnesses 
and sanction quantification. It will benefit from a variety, in terms both of experience and geography, of agencies’ 
views and from the private sector perspective.

Moderator:
Alessandra Tonazzi, Director of International Affairs and European Affairs, Italian Competition Authority

Speakers:
Adelaide Luke, Partner, Herbert Smith Freehills, Hong Kong; Anna Rawlings, Chair, New Zealand Commerce 
Commission; Richard Powers, Acting Assistant Attorney General, United States Department of Justice, Antitrust 
Division; Andrey Tsyganov, Deputy Head, Federal Antimonopoly Service of the Russian Federation

14:40-14:45 Break
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Time Event
14:45-15:45 BOS/Interactive Sessions (1)

1. CWG: Anti-cartel enforcement in the digital era: new investigative strategies for new cartels
In this session, the CWG will discuss the role and challenges of digitalization in a cartel investigation by addressing 
each step of the investigation chronologically: using publicly available data; collecting large amounts of data during 
a dawn raid (forensic/IT expertise); digitally processing/organizing/reviewing the data that has been collected 
during the dawn raid; and, finally, conducting the analysis on the merits in data intensive industries (existence of a 
collusion?). The session will give the floor to four experts in the field. This discussion stems from the Big Data and 
Cartels Project that led to the drafting of the Scoping Paper on The impact of digitalization in cartel enforcement 
and the revision of three chapters (3, 4 and 5) of the Anti-Cartel Enforcement Manual.

Moderator:
Dave Anderson, Partner, Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner, Belgium

Speakers:
Alexis Brunelle, Case Handler, France Autorité de la Concurrence; David Dorrell, Director of Data Science, DaTa Unit, 
United Kingdom Competition and Markets Authority; Sally Foskett, Director, Strategic Data Analysis Unit, Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission; Thembekile Tshabalala, Senior Forensic Investigator, Competition 
Commission of South Africa

2. AWG: Re-thinking the ICN Advocacy Toolkit
The ICN Advocacy Toolkit provides an inspiration for the implementation of effective advocacy initiatives around 
the world. With the Toolkit, many competition authorities have been able to move forward, not only in their dialogue 
and engagement with other regulators, but also with the design of successful strategies aimed at gaining the 
public’s awareness and recognition and market self-regulation. The BOS will provide a platform to discuss what 
it means to update this document for the ICN and also to hear first-hand narratives from some authorities that 
contributed to the update with some of their recent initiatives. Therefore, the session will explore the following 
questions:
• What is the structure of the updated Toolkit? 
• Why is it important to consult it? 
• What are some successful experiences from different jurisdictions that have used the Toolkit?
• What lessons can be learned from the different experiences presented? 
• What are the challenges for an effective application of the Toolkit?

Moderator:
Eleanor Fox, Walter J. Derenberg Professor of Trade Regulation, New York University School of Law, USA

Speakers:
Armine Hakobyan, Deputy Director, Department for Competition and Public Procurement Policy, Eurasian Economic 
Commission; Osamu Igarashi Deputy Director of Coordination Division, Japan Fair Trade Commission; David 
Miller, Executive Director, Jamaica Fair Trading Commission; Rolando Palacios, Competition Expert, Competition 
Advocacy Office, El Salvador Superintendence of Competition; Adano W. Roba, Director, Planning, Research, Policy 
& Quality Assurance, Kenya Competition Authority; Terence Seah, Deputy Director, Business & Economics Division,; 
Competition and Consumer Commission of Singapore



10 AGENDA

Wednesday, 13 October 2021
Time Event

3. AEWG: Enforcement Priorities in Action: Agency Effectiveness Perspective
Many competition agencies undertake enforcement activities based on a prioritisation policy or principles set up 
to organise their work and help them better allocate their limited resources. This session will focus on how these 
priorities are set and how they are weighed against each other in practice at the varying stages of case investiga-
tions, and for deciding whether to initiate formal investigations. The session seeks to discuss:
• How agencies set their competition enforcement prioritisation policy;
• How agencies select cases based on their enforcement prioritisation policy;
• The practical issues and challenges faced when setting the enforcement prioritisation policy and using the 

enforcement priorities for case selection.

Moderator:
Natalie Harsdorf-Borsch, Deputy Director General and Managing Director, Austrian Federal Competition Authority

Speakers:
László Bak, Vice-President, Hungarian Competition Authority; Rainer Lindberg, Director, Finnish Competition and 
Consumer Authority; Manfred Zink, Head of the Remedies and Compliance Division, Chilean National Economic 
Prosecutor

4. MWG: Joint Ventures
This session will provide the opportunity to discuss the main conclusions reached by the report on merger analysis 
relating to joint ventures that it is being developed by the MGW Co-Chairs, led by the CNMC. It will also allow the 
speakers to share recent cases, reports and experiences in different jurisdictions related to JVs in merger analysis.

Moderator:
María Ortiz, Member of the Board, Spanish National Commission on Markets and Competition

Speakers:
Julia Brockhoff, Head of Unit, Mergers Case Support and Policy, European Commission, Directorate General for 
Competition; Anastasia Dokukina, Deputy Head of Division, Division for Antimonopoly Supervision of Foreign 
Economic Activity, Federal Antimonopoly Service of the Russian Federation; Tzu-Shun Hu, Director, Taiwan Fair 
Trade Commission; José Luis Ambríz Villapla, Director General, Mexican Federal Economic Competition Commission

5. UCWG: Hands-on Defining Dominance in digital Era
The Unilateral Conduct Working Group (UCWG) will present the paper prepared on dominance in digital markets, a 
working product prepared by the UCWG in the context of the multiannual project “Dominance in the Digital Era”. The 
paper covers two main topics, namely markets shares and barriers to entry in digital markets and provides key 
information on the most important features that are relevant for the assessment of these two crucial elements in 
competition cases. It also provides insights on the type of evidence an agency venturing into the enforcement in 
digitals may be particularly interested in. The BOS will be a great opportunity to discuss these topics.

Moderator:
Ekaterina Rousseva, Policy Support Officer, European Commission Directorate General for Competition

Speakers:
Vik Munyal, Senior Competition Law Officer, Canadian Competition Bureau; Etienne Pfister, Chief Economist, France 
Autorité de la Concurrence

16:00 Virtual tour at the Hungarian National Museum, Budapest
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Thursday, 14 October 2021
Time Event

12:00-13:00 BOS/Interactive Sessions (2)
1. CWG: Anti-cartel enforcement in the time of Covid-19: the blurred line between „essential” 
cooperation and „crisis” cartels
This session will address the challenges faced by competition agencies in ensuring that collaborations among 
companies they have authorised or not investigated during the emergency phase of the pandemic do not spill over 
beyond COVID-related issues and prolong its duration with a view to stabilising their market positions or addressing 
long-term industry decline. The session will discuss and share experiences with respect to agencies’ safeguards, 
especially with respect to information sharing. This session stems from the CWG project on “Horizontal Cooperation 
and Crisis Cartels at Times of Covid-19” launched in 2020. The session will benefit from the experiences of five 
agencies and the NGA perspective.

Moderator:
Anna Miks, Deloitte Legal Göndöcz and Partners Hungary

Speakers:
Maria Jaspers, Director, Cartels Directorate, European Commission, Directorate General for Competition; Moti 
Katz, Team Leader, Israel Competition Authority; Gideon Mokaya, Enforcement & Compliance, Kenya Competition 
Authority; Andrea Minuto Rizzo, Head of Unit, International Affairs, Italian Competition Authority; Hideyuki Shimozu, 
Cartel Department, Japan Fair Trade Commission

2. AWG: What works in the eyes of businesses: compliance programmes from a user’s perspective
Over the years, competition agencies across jurisdictions have continued to promote competition compliance pro-
grams among businesses, with various approaches ranging from incentivizing compliance to issuing guidelines. 
But what kind of support competition agencies offer do companies find most useful? Following the plenary dis-
cussion, this session will be a continued dialogue to hear views especially from businesses and their compliance 
advisers on what compliance efforts and programs do work, do not work, and can be improved. The session will 
explore the following questions:
What is the thinking process of a business to decide whether to make compliance efforts and adopt formal com-
pliance programs 
What can competition agencies do to further assist in-house counsel/ external adviser to promote a culture of 
compliance among businesses?
How useful re compliance templates or other tools frequently provided by competition agencies?
What are some effective strategies/ approaches companies have employed to promote a culture of compliance at 
all levels of an organisation – and even amongst external stakeholders?
How to get the buy-in from the company board and/or the top management?
What are the practical issues and challenges faced when designing and implementing compliance programs?
How to avoid a compliance programme being considered insufficient or only a “paper policy” by a competition 
authority?
What lessons can be learned from other compliance activity e.g. anti-money laundering, anti-corruption etc.?

Moderator:
Sabine Zigelski, Senior Competition Expert, OECD Competition Division

Speakers:
Fernando Carreño, Partner, Von Wobeser y Sierra, S.C, Mexico; Leonor Velazquez Davila, Associate Director, Ethics 
& Legal Compliance, Intel Corporation, USA; Marjorie Holmes, Partner, Reed Smith, UK; Camilla Jain Holtse, Head 
of Competition Law & Policy, A.P. Moller-Maersk, Denmark; Graf Moritz von Merveldt, Chief Compliance Officer, 
ProSiebenSat.1 Media SE, Germany; John Oxenham, Director, Primerio International, South Africa; Daniela Seeliger, 
Partner, Linklaters, Germany
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Thursday, 14 October 2021
Time Event

3. AEWG: Digitalisation, Innovation and Agency Effectiveness
Based on the findings of the AEWG report on “Digitalisation, Innovation and Agency Effectiveness” (currently still in 
progress), this session will be an opportunity to hear about different steps competition agencies are taking in order 
to digitalise and innovate their authorities to achieve effective and efficient enforcement in the digital age. The 
session will explore the following questions:
Do agencies have digital goals and strategies to guide their digital transformation?
What digital skills and roles are needed and how are they integrated within the agencies?
What types of innovative digital tools and technologies are used to increase efficiency in the digital age?
What are the biggest barriers to digital transformation and how to overcome them?
How has COVID-19 affected agencies’ digital transformation?

Moderator:
Šarūnas Keserauskas, Chairman, Lithuania Competition Council

Speakers:
Juan Pablo Herrera, Deputy Superintendent for Competition Protection, Colombia Superintendency of Industry 
and Commerce; Kate Brand Director of DaTA team, United Kingdom Competition and Markets Authority; Silke 
Hossenfelder, Head of the General Policy Division, Bundeskartellamt, Germany; Scott Minning, Deputy Executive 
Officer, United States Department of Justice, Antitrust Division

4. MWG: Merger notifications and procedures
This session is an opportunity to discuss the updated version of the Merger Notification and Procedures Template. 
The updated template is a result of a consultation led by CADE and was revised by the MWG Co-Chairs. In the session 
we will also discuss some key responses submitted by ICN members, which have been compiled in a draft report.

Moderator:
Patricia Sakowski, Deputy Superintendent, Brazilian Administrative Council for Economic Defense

Speakers:
Gábor Fejes, Oppenheim, Hungary; Tamara Paremoer, Divisional Manager of Mergers & Acquisitions, Competition 
Commission of South Africa; Jan Yngve Sand, Chief Economist, Norwegian Competition Authority; Hideki Utsunomiya, 
Mori Hamada & Matsumoto, Japan

5. ICN Third Decade Project
In preparation for ICN’s 20th anniversary, the “Third Decade” Project assesses the tools, topics, and operations of 
the network to provide a roadmap for the ICN’s work during its third decade.
3D reflects the bottom-up approach of the members-driven network and follows the tradition of the ICN’s Second 
Decade exercise (2010-11) and follow-up to Second Decade (2016) as a self-evaluation exercise of all aspects of the 
ICN. The goal is to ensure that the network continues to have the appropriate tools and approaches to advance its 
mission. 
In this breakout session, the 3D Co-chairs will present the project and preliminary results and will invite members 
and NGAs to provide further input. 

13:00-13:05 Break
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Time Event
13:05-13:50 UCWG Plenary: Analysis of Theories of Harm and Design of Remedies Concerning Unilateral Conduct 

with Dominance/Substantial Market Power in Digital Markets
In recent years, the UCWG has been dealing with topics related to unilateral conduct in digital markets. In 2019, the 
UCWG conducted a survey which focused on issues on the assessment of dominance/substantial market power 
in digital markets and the result of the survey revealed that many ICN members and NGAs were also interested 
in topics such as the analysis of theories of harm and the design of remedies concerning unilateral conduct with 
dominance/substantial market power in digital markets. The speakers on this panel will explore how agencies are 
dealing with challenges they face when analysing theories of harm and designing remedies in actual unilateral 
conduct cases in digital markets.

Moderator:
Reiko Aoki, Commissioner, Japan Fair Trade Commission

Speakers:
Isabelle de Silva, President, France Autorité de la Concurrence; Olivier Guersent, Director-General, European 
Commission, Directorate General for Competition; James Hodge, Chief Economist and Acting Deputy Commissioner, 
Competition Commission of South Africa; Joh Sung-wook, Chairperson, Korea Fair Trade Commission

13:50-13:55 Break
13:55-14:25 Project Update and Discussion: SG Project - Competition law enforcement at the intersection 

between competition, consumer protection, and privacy
The relationship between competition and consumer laws and policies has been topical for a decade or more and, 
if anything, has become more complex. This panel will explore how the competition/consumer/privacy intersection 
should be navigated through an examination of the varied ways in which the different regimes may in practice 
interact with one another.

Moderator:
Matthew Boswell, Commissioner of Competition, Canadian Competition Bureau

Speakers:
Cecilia Parker Aranha, Director - Consumer, and Mr Simeon Thornton, Director – Competition, United Kingdom 
Competition and Markets Authority; Cristina Caffarra, Senior Consultant to Charles River Associates, United 
Kingdom; Sia Aik Kor, Chief Executive and Commissioner, Competition and Consumer Commission of Singapore

14:25-14:30 Break
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Time Event
14:30-15:15 AWG Plenary: Is Competition Compliance Only for Big Businesses?

Over the years, ensuring compliance with competition law appears to have grown in importance for business sec-
tor. This is potentially a result of more antitrust cases with hefty fines and/or intrusive remedies. Some companies 
have become more proactive in setting out comprehensives rules and procedures, establish reporting mechanism, 
training their personnel, engaging with their supply chain to ensure competition law compliance. Competition agen-
cies also provide a wide range of resources and incentives, such as compliance program template, risk assessment 
tools and taking account of compliance program when setting fine. The goal is to encourage and assist compa-
nies to put compliance in place. However, some argue putting in place a comprehensive competition compliance 
program does not come cheap. They may require substantial resources, knowledge and outside expertise. While 
these costs may be relatively small for the very large companies, particularly those with specialised in-house legal 
functions, smaller and medium sized companies may find the cost prohibitive or at least hard to justify. 
In this discussion, panellists will share views and experiences on how companies, with limited resources and ca-
pabilities, could best manage to achieve competition compliance. This will include discussing what competition 
agencies could do to help. This session seeks to discuss:
Practical issues and challenges for companies that are not large, well-resourced multinationals to pursue compe-
tition compliance
How to develop compliance programs that are suitable for the specific needs of a particular company
Competition agencies’ efforts to promote compliance among businesses of different sizes, complexity and risk 
Competition agencies outreach to SMEs and advocate the importance of compliance measures
Lessons that can be applied from larger companies, with well-established and resourced compliance programs 
Whether there is a danger that competition agencies disadvantage smaller companies by crediting compliance 
programs when formulating penalties.

Moderator:
Dina Kallay, Head of Antitrust, Ericsson, Sweden

Speakers:
Andrés Barreto, Superintendent, Colombian Superintendency of Industry and Commerce; Samuel Chan, Chairman, 
Competition Commission of Hong Kong; Cani Fernandez, President, Spanish National Commission of Markets and 
Competition; Lars Sørgard, Director General, Norwegian Competition Authority

15:15-15:20 Break
15:20-15:50 Project Update: Special Project Group on International Enforcement Cooperation

The main objective of the session is to raise awareness of the growing importance of international cooperation in 
competition enforcement and of how ICN intends to help agencies in reaping its benefits. Moving from a hypothet-
ical case of cooperation which went wrong, the session will not only highlight existing ICN tools that can improve 
competition agencies’ abilities to cooperate effectively but also outline remaining challenges and barriers to co-
operation, as emerged from the 2020 ICN/OECD report. Finally, the session will present the activities of the Special 
Project Group on International Enforcement Cooperation, established by the ICN in order to pursue international 
cooperation work in a consistent and strategic manner, also in coordination with other international organisations.

Moderator:
Elizabeth Kraus, Deputy Director for International Antitrust, United States Federal Trade Commission

Speakers:
Arsenio Balisacan, Chairman, Philippines Competition Commission; Antonio Capobianco, Acting Head of Division, 
Financial and Enterprise Affairs Directorate, Competition Division, OECD; Michele Pacillo, International Affairs 
Officer, Italian Competition Authority; Teresa Moreira, Head of Competition and Consumer Policies Branch, UNCTAD

16:00 Virtual Social Event

Thursday, 14 October 2021
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Friday, 15 October 2021
Time Event

12:00-12:45 AEWG Plenary: What an effective agency looks like in the post-COVID world 
The world is unlikely to return to its pre-COVID state. 2020 and 2021 have been marked by continuous transfor-
mation and adaptation to cope with the changing landscape caused by the global pandemic. While the COVID-19 
is not over yet, some contours of the post-pandemic world are already coming into view, like the acceleration of 
digitalisation, wider expectations of hybrid work arrangements and increased use of virtual meetings. Competition 
agencies can enhance their effectiveness and emerge stronger by finding new ways of working and thinking as 
well as stepping up their game to confront the new challenges and harness their COVID-19 experience in the “new 
normal”. This session will discuss the opportunities and challenges competition agencies might face in the post-
COVID world in areas such as their case prioritisation, investigations and due process as well as digitalisation and 
innovation efforts in order to boost their effectiveness and prepare for the new future of work.

Moderator:
Antonia Horrocks, General Manager, New Zealand Commerce Commission

Speakers:
Andy Chen, Vice Chairperson, Taiwan Fair Trade Commission; Rikard Jermsten, Director General, Swedish 
Competition Authority; Francis Kariuki, Director General, Kenya Competition Authority; William E. Kovacic, Global 
Competition Professor of Law and Policy, George Washington University Law School, USA

12:45-12:50 Break
12:50-13:35 MWG Plenary: Merger control in the 3rd ICN Decade

In an uncertain and fast-changing world, it is important for merger control to stay up-to-date. This ensures that 
anticompetitive mergers are prevented so that consumers benefit from the lower prices, higher quality products 
and services, greater choice and innovation that effective competition brings. In this forward looking plenary, 
Panellists will discuss where merger control is heading in the 3rd decade of the ICN. This session will be an oppor-
tunity to explore the most important issues competition authorities are likely to deal with in the next 10 years, whilst 
ensuring effective merger review processes.

Moderator:
Andrea Coscelli, Chief Executive, United Kingdom Competition and Markets Authority

Speakers:
Alexandre Cordeiro, President, Brazil Administrative Council for Economic Defense; Margarida Matos Rosa, 
President, Portuguese Competition Authority; Lina Khan, Chair, United States Federal Trade Commission; Rod Sims, 
Chair, Australian Competition and Consumer Commission

13:35-13:40 Break
13:40-14:10 P&I: Implementation of ICN Work Product

The panel will showcase how diverse competition agencies around the world benefit from participating in the ICN 
and implementing all types of ICN work product.

Moderator:
Randy Tritell, Director, United States Federal Trade Commission

Speakers:
Gudmundur Haukur Gudmundsson, Division Manager & International Coordinator, Icelandic Competition Authority; 
Md. Mofizul Islam, Chairperson, Bangladesh Competition Commission; Gabriel Vásquez, Director, Superintendency 
for Market Power Control of Ecuador

14:10-14:15 Break
14:15 14:45 Closing & Presentation of ICN 2022 Host

Closing words by
Csaba Rigó, President, Hungarian Competition Authority; Andreas Mundt, President, Bundeskartellamt, Germany, 
ICN Steering Group Chair; Andreas Mundt, President, Bundeskartellamt, Germany





St Stephen’s Basilica



18 PLENARY SPEAKERS’ CVS

Andreas Mundt has been President of the Bundeskartellamt since 2009, 
member of the Bureau of the OECD Competition Committee since 
2010 and the Steering Group Chair of the International Competition 
Network since 2013. 
After qualifying as a lawyer, Andreas Mundt entered the Federal 
Ministry of Economics in 1991. In 1993 he joined the staff of the 
Free Democratic Party in the German Parliament. In 2000 he joined 
the Bundeskartellamt as rapporteur and later acted as Head of the 
International Unit and Director of General Policy.

Andreas Mundt 
President of the Bundeskartellamt, 

ICN Steering Group Chair

Csaba Balázs Rigó is the President of the Hungarian Competition 
Authority (Gazdasági Versenyhivatal – GVH). Prior to his appointment 
in April 2020, he exercised his role as thePresident of the Hungarian 
Public Procurement Authority since 2015. He also serves as the Vice-
president of the Council of the Public Procurement Authority and is a 
member of the Editorial Committee of the Public Finance Quarterly. 
He acquired degrees in economics, software engineering mathematics 
and public procurement management. He regularly speaks on compe-
tition law related matters at national conferences and is also the author 
of numerous articles on public procurement. He is currently a guest 
lecturer in competition law at Corvinus University of Budapest.Csaba Balázs Rigó

President, Hungarian Competition 
Authority
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 — born on 30th October 1978 in Komárom
 — conferred his degree in the faculty of Foreign Affairs at the 
University of Economic Sciences and Public Administration in 2002 
in Budapest

 — has been Member of Parliament for Fidesz since 2002 having started 
his fifth term in 2018

 — Communications Director of Fidesz between 2006 and 2010 
 — Prime Minister’s Spokesperson between 2010 and 2012
 — State Secretary for Foreign Affairs and External Economic Relations 
between 2012 and 2014

 — Appointed Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade in June, 
2014

 — Assigned Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary since 
23th September 2014

 — is a practising Roman Catholic
 — married and the father of two sons
 — formerly registered futsal player, having played two games in 1st 
division and eighty-five in 2nd between 2011 and 2016

Péter Szijjártó
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade of Hungary

Since September 1, 2018 has been theChairman of the Netherlands 
Authority for Consumers and Markets (ACM). Mr. Snoep obtained his 
law degree from Erasmus University Rotterdam. Until his appointment 
at ACM, he worked at De Brauw Blackstone Westbroek for 28 years. 
Operating from both their Amsterdam and Brussels locations, Mr. 
Snoep gave advice to businesses about the application of competition 
law in the Netherlands and abroad. As managing partner, he stood at 
the helm of the firm between 2010 and 2016.

Martijn Snoep
Chairman of the Netherlands 
Authority for Consumers and 

Markets
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Tembinkosi Bonakele has been the Commissioner of the South African 
Competition Commission since 2013. He was appointed Deputy 
Commissioner in 2008, and prior to that worked as head of mergers, 
head of compliance, and senior legal counsel respectively. Mr Bonakele 
is an admitted attorney and holds a BJuris and an LLB from the 
University of Fort Hare and an MBA from Gordon Institute of Business 
Science, University of Pretoria. He is an adjunct visiting professor of 
law at Wits Law School, an adjunct professor in the Business School 
of Nelson Mandela University, an Associate of the European Summer 
School and Conference in Competition and Regulation of Athens 
University of Economics and Business, a Fellow of the University of 
Johannesburg’s Centre for Competition, Regulation and Economic 
Development and a Board Member of the University of Stellenbosch’s 
Centre for Competition Law and Economics. He is a Ph.D. candidate 
and teaching fellow at the University University College London and a 
member of the 2020 Cohort of the Atlantic Fellows for Racial Equity 
(AFRE); a decade-long investment of The Atlantic Philanthropies 
designed to identify and advance solutions to anti-black racism in the 
United States and South Africa by supporting a diverse group of leaders 
committed to combatting prejudice and overcoming legacies of slavery, 
Jim Crow and apartheid.
He has published widely in academic journals and writes for newspa-
pers and business magazines on competition matters. He has recently 
co-edited a book titled ‘Competition Law for the New Era’. Mr Bonakele 
currently serves as the Chairperson of the African Competition Forum, 
is a member of the BRICS competition forum and Vice Chair of the 
International Competition Network Steering Group.

Tembinkosi Bonakele
Commissioner of the South African 

Competition Commission

Nicole is head of the UK and Ireland antitrust and foreign investment 
group. With over 20 years of European and UK competition experi-
ence, Nicole has led on over 40 significant merger investigations in 
addition to maintaining a busy investigations and enforcement prac-
tice. She has particular expertise in regulatory issues in the healthcare, 
financial services, retail and mining sectors. 
Nicole is specialist adviser to the foreign affairs committee of the UK 
Parliament and advises clients on the implications on global deals of 
national security reviews.
In the sustainability area, Nicole is the standing adviser to the Consumer 
Goods Forum and has co-authored a number of articles and responses 
to consultations on agency guidance.

Nicole Kar 
Head of Competition and Foreign 

Investment, Linklaters, United 
Kingdom
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Delia is on her second five year term as Deputy Chair at the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission. She is also an Associate 
Member of the Australian Communications and Media Authority.
Delia has extensive public service experience. Her passion is for con-
sumer protection and she has worked in a variety of senior roles at the 
ACCC and the Australian Securities and Investments Commission. 
She has a keen interest in sustainability issues.

Delia Rickard
Deputy Chair, Australian 
Competition & Consumer 

Commission

Alessandra Tonazzi is the Director of the International and European 
Affairs at the Italian Competition Authority (AGCM). Her present role 
involves representation of the AGCM in international forums (ICN, 
ECN, OECD and UNCTAD), the promotion of international cooper-
ation with other competition agencies through multilateral organiza-
tions and bilateral agreements and the management of the Authority’s 
international projects including technical assistance programs on com-
petition policy and enforcement and reviews of national competition 
laws and policy. From October 2012 to April 2013 she was seconded 
to the Competition Division of the OECD where she worked on the 
OECD strategic project on International Enforcement Co-operation 
and the Secretariat Report on the OECD/ICN Survey on International 
Enforcement Co-operation. She published several articles on antitrust 
issues and regularly speaks at national and international conferences 
on competition law and policy. She holds a PhD in Economic Analysis 
from the University of Rome and a MSc in Economics from Warwick 
University. She graduated in Law and Economics from the University 
“La Sapienza” in Rome.

Alessandra Tonazzi
Director of the International 
and European Affairs, Italian 

Competition Authority
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Adelaide Luke leads the firm’s Competition, Regulation and Trade 
practice in Asia, and is based in Hong Kong. She has experience work-
ing in Hong Kong, London, and Brussels, and is familiar with many 
of the competition law regimes in Asia, including China and various 
South East Asian countries. 
Adelaide specialises in international cartel investigations and has 
appeared before the European Courts in Luxembourg on behalf of Asia 
based clients. She has extensive experience managing multi-jurisdic-
tional investigations and coordinating responses to different compe-
tition authorities. Her practice also encompasses merger control, joint 
venture arrangements, regulatory investigations, abuses of market 
power/dominance, and competition litigation. 
Adelaide has been ranked in leading legal directories since 2017. 
Adelaide is currently ranked as „Leading Individual” in Chambers and 
Partners, and „Next Generation Partner” in Legal 500. She is qualified 
in Australia, Hong Kong, England and Wales, and Ireland.

Adelaide Luke
Partner and Head of Competition – 

Asia, Herbert Smith Freehills,  
Hong Kong

Anna Rawlings was appointed Chair in June 2019, and has been a 
Commissioner since June 2014. She was previously a partner in the 
dispute resolution division of Minter Ellison Rudd Watts, where she 
specialised in contentious and non-contentious aspects of competition, 
regulatory and consumer law. Anna holds a BA/LLB (Hons) from the 
University of Auckland and an LLM from the University of Toronto, 
where her work focused on law and economics.

Anna Rawlings
Chair, New Zealand Commerce 

Commission
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On February 8, 2021, Deputy Assistant Attorney General for Criminal 
Enforcement Richard Powers was designated Acting Assistant Attorney 
General of the U.S. Department of Justice, Antitrust Division. 
Richard has spent the bulk of his career at the Antitrust Division, first 
joining the Atlanta Office through the Attorney General’s Honors 
Program before moving to the New York Office. While in the New 
York Office, Richard prosecuted cartel and fraud cases in the financial 
services industry, including bid rigging in the municipal bonds indus-
try and various offenses related to the manipulation of the London 
Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR). Richard received the Attorney 
General’s Distinguished Service Award for his work on the LIBOR case. 
In 2016, Richard joined the U.S. Department of Justice, Criminal 
Division Fraud Section’s Healthcare Fraud Unit in the Eastern District 
of New York. While in the Healthcare Fraud Unit, he spent two years 
prosecuting complex, multimillion-dollar healthcare fraud, money 
laundering, and tax conspiracies and schemes.
A West Point graduate, Richard served in the U.S. Army as an infantry 
officer and received a Bronze Star and Combat Infantryman’s Badge for 
his service in Iraq. Richard holds a J.D. from the University of Alabama. 

Richard Powers
Acting Assistant Attorney General, 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Antitrust Division
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Mr. Andrey Tsyganov born on May 28, 1961 in Perm, Deputy Head of 
the FAS Russia.
In 1983, graduated from the Moscow State University (MSU) with a 
diploma in economics with honors. In 1986, finished the postgraduate 
program at MSU and defended a PhD thesis in Economics on plan-
ning and organization of economic administration. In 2000, gradu-
ated from the Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and 
Public Administration with a degree in law.
Works in the Russian competition authority since 1990. Since 2004 
– Deputy Head of the Federal Antimonopoly Service of the Russian 
Federation.
Actively participates in legislative activities. 
One of the main developers of the antimonopoly legislation.
At the FAS Russia, he works on issues of international economic coop-
eration and control of foreign investments to economic entities with 
strategic significance for state defense and security.
Member of a number of sub-commissions of the Governmental com-
mission on economic development and integration: on non-tariff, cus-
tomary and tariff regulation, defense measures in foreign trade; on 
ensuring sustainable development of the Russian economy; on tech-
nical regulation and application of sanitary, veterinary and phytosan-
itary measures.
Chairman of the FAS Russia’s Commission on analysis of commodity 
markets and the FAS Russia’s Methodical Council, as well as Expert 
council on foreign investments.
Andrey Tsyganov actively participates in the work on the FAS Russia’s 
cooperation with international organizations and foreign competition 
authorities in the area of antimonopoly policy. Represents the FAS 
Russia at international events in the frame of BRICS, APEC, OECD, 
ICN, ICAP, UNCTAD, conducts bilateral negotiations on behalf of the 
FAS Russia with foreign competition authorities. 
Author of numerous articles in compendia and periodicals, co-author 
and editor of books on competition, foreign investment and small busi-
ness support.
For a big contribution to the state policy in the field of competition 
development, prevention and suppression of the monopolistic activity 
was awarded with the “Order of Friendship” by the President of the 
Russian Federation. Has a II class Medal of the Order “For Merit to the 
Fatherland” and a title “Honored economist of the Russian Federation”.
By the FAS Russia’s orders was awarded a title “Honorary employee of 
antimonopoly authority of the Russia” and a medal “For Excellence in 
Service”.

Andrey Tsyganov 
Deputy Head of the FAS Russia
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Reiko Aoki is Commissioner of Japan Fair Trade Commission and for-
mer Executive Vice-President (International, IP and Gender Equality) 
at Kyushu University. She has conducted research on economics of pat-
ents, patent pools, standards, innovation and intergenerational polit-
ical economy. She has been actively involved in science, technology 
and innovation policy as Executive Member of Council for Science 
and Technology Policy, Japanese Cabinet Office 2009-2014. Previous 
appointments include Member of Science Council of Japan, Member of 
Industrial Structure Council (METI), Intellectual Property Committee 
(JPO), its Patent System Subcommittee and its Expert Working Group, 
and Information and Communications Council (Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and Communication) and its subcommittees. She received her 
Bachelor of Science (Mathematics) from University of Tokyo, Master 
of Arts (Public Policy) from University of Tsukuba, Master of Science 
(Statistics) and PhD (Economics) from Stanford University. She has held 
positions at the Ohio State University, SUNY Stony Brook, University 
of Auckland and Hitotsubashi University. She is Professor Emeritus 
of Hitotsubashi University and current President of Japan Law and 
Economics Association.

Reiko Aoki 
Commissioner, Japan Fair Trade 

Commission 

Isabelle de Silva was appointed president of the French Competition 
Authority on 14 October 2016 by decree of the president of the French 
Republic.
She is a member of the French Administrative Supreme Court, which 
she joined in 1994 after graduating from École des Hautes Études 
Commerciales (1990), the Community of European Management 
Schools (1990), the Sorbonne University of Philosophy (1989) and 
École Nationale d’Administration (1994), the French national school 
for civil service.
After serving in various positions at the Administrative Supreme 
Court, she became government commissioner at its second and then 
sixth chamber (2000–2009), and was later promoted to the rank of 
councillor of state (2009) and president of the sixth chamber (2013).
She was an adviser to the Minister of Culture and Communications, in 
charge of the press and the radio (1999–2000), director of legal affairs 
of the Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development, Transport and 
Housing (2009–2011), and became a member of the sector regulator for 
press distribution in 2012.
Isabelle de Silva is an officer of the National Order of Merit and a knight 
of the Legion of Honour and the Order of Arts and Letters.

Isabelle de Silva,
President, French Competition 

Authority
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OLIVIER GUERSENT graduated with distinction from the “Institut 
d’Etudes Politiques de Bordeaux” in 1983. He joined the French 
Ministry of Economy and Finance in 1984, where he carried out many 
investigations for the French Competition Authority. 
He joined the European Commission in 1992, initially with the „Merger 
Task Force” in the Directorate-General for Competition. Since then, 
he has alternated between the private offices of a number of European 
Commissioners (Karel Van Miert, Michel Barnier and Neelie Kroes) 
and DG Competition (successively Deputy Head of Unit in charge of 
cartels, Head of Unit in charge of policy and coordination of cases, Head 
of Unit in charge of merger control, Acting Director “Transport, postal 
and other services” and, from 2009, Director responsible for the fight 
against cartels. From 2010 to 2014 he was the head of the private office 
of Michel Barnier, Commissioner for Internal Market and Services. 
Having held the position of Deputy Director-General since July 2014, 
Olivier Guersent has been Director-General of the Directorate-General 
for Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets Union 
from 1 September 2015 to 31 December 2019. As of 1st January 2020 
he is the Director General of the Directorate General for Competition. 
Married and a father of three children, Olivier Guersent is a member of 
the board of the non-profit organisation Aremis that provides medical 
care in the home, primarily to cancer patients in the Brussels area. He 
is a regular lecturer to postgraduate university students.

Olivier Guersent
Director General, European 

Commission, Directorate-General 
for Competition
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James Hodge is the Chief Economist of the South African Competition 
Commission and an Acting Deputy Commissioner. His division, the 
Economic Research Bureau, provides economic research and expert 
economic support and testimony in conduct and merger cases referred 
to the Competition Tribunal for adjudication. The division has led two 
recent market inquiries into data services and grocery retail. These 
have resulted in far-reaching settlement agreements to reduce data 
costs and expand access, as well as agreements with major retail chains 
to end exclusive retail leases. 
James has been driving the analytical approach of the Commission to 
digital markets and recently appeared as the Commission’s expert in 
the Competition Tribunal’s decision to prohibit the proposed Naspers-
WeBuyCars merger in the digital market space. James will chair the 
recently announced market inquiry into Online Intermediation 
Platforms. 
James is also overseeing the implementation of recent amendments to 
the Competition Act on buyer power and price discrimination against 
SMEs and historically disadvantaged businesses. This effort has seen 
the issuing of external guidelines and internal practice notes to guide 
enforcement and compliance. 
James is one of the leading economic experts in competition law in 
South Africa and the region, having provided expert economic reports 
in hundreds of cases across the full spectrum of economic sectors and 
in several Southern and East African jurisdictions. As an expert wit-
ness, James has prevailed in numerous precedent-setting cases in the 
areas of abuse of dominance and public interest in merger control. 
These include the far-reaching Commission settlement agreement with 
the fixed-line incumbent that led to wholesale separation and the exten-
sion of public interest to affected suppliers in the Walmart-Massmart 
merger. James is also considered a leading expert in sector-specific reg-
ulation. In telecommunications, he assisted the communications reg-
ulator to litigate and regulate interconnection rates, resulting in large 
reductions in mobile call prices.
Prior to joining the Commission, James was the managing partner 
of the Competition and Regulatory Economics practice at Genesis 
Analytics. Prior to that, he was a senior lecturer at the University of 
Cape Town’s School of Economics, as well as a senior researcher at 
UCT’s Development Policy Research Unit working on economic policy 
for the new democratic government. His research and teaching were 
in the areas of industrial organisation, regulation, and international 
trade.

James Hodge
Chief Economist, South African 

Competition Commission
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CAREER BACKGROUND
September 2019-Present Chairperson, Korea Fair Trade Commission 
Jan 2018-Dec 2018 Director, Korean Finance Association 
Mar 2017-Aug 2019 Head, Institute of Finance and Banking, SNU 
Business School
Mar 2017-Present Director, Korean Securities Association 
Mar 2016-Present Director, Korean Academic Society of Industrial 
Organization
Jan 2016-Aug 2019 Deputy Director, SNU Institute for Research in 
Finance and Economics 
Jul 2015-Jun 2016 Vice President, Korea Money&Finance Association 
May 2015- May 2017 Committee member, Steering Committee of 
Investment Pool for Public Funds, Ministry of Economy and Finance
Feb 2015-Feb 2017 Director, Korean Economic Association 
Jan 2014-Dec 2015 Director, Korean Finance Association
Sept 2013-Sept 2017 Committee member, Steering Committee of Public 
Capital Management Funds, Ministry of Economy and Finance 
Apr 2013-Apr 2019 Non-standing Commissioner, Securities and 
Futures Commission, Financial Services Commission 
Feb 2012-Jan 2013 Executive MBA Professor, Graduate School of 
Business, Seoul National University 
Aug 2010-Present Director, President Honorary President, Financial 
Information Society of Korea 
Mar 2010-Apr 2013 Outside Director, Hanwha 
Jan 2008-Aug 2008 Visiting Scholar, IMF 
Jan 2008-Dec 2008 Director, Korean Finance Association 
Sept 2005-Present Professor, Seoul National University Business School 
Nov 2004- Aug 2006 Committee member, Financial Development 
Standards Committee, Ministry of Finance and Economy Jul 2004-Sept 
2004 Visiting research fellow, Development Bank of Japan (Shimomura 
Fellowship Program)
Mar 2003-Aug 2005 Associate Professor, Korea University Business 
School
Feb 2003-Feb 2004 Under-Secretary-General, Korean Economic 
Association

Joh Sung-wook
Chairperson, Korea Fair Trade 

Commission
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Matthew Boswell was appointed Commissioner of Competition on 
March5,2019, for a five-year term.
Mr. Boswell first joined the Bureau in January 2011 as Associate Deputy 
Commissioner, Criminal Matters. In 2012, he became Senior Deputy 
Commissioner, Cartels and Deceptive Marketing Practices. In July 
2017, he began a one-year assignment as Senior Deputy Commissioner, 
Mergers and Monopolistic Practices. 
As a Senior Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Boswell led numerous merger 
reviews and directed major investigations targeting criminal cartels, 
abuse of dominance and deceptive marketing practices. 
Before joining the Bureau, Mr. Boswell was Senior Litigation Counsel in 
the Enforcement Branch at the Ontario Securities Commission (OSC), 
where he primarily prosecuted securities fraud and related matters. 
Prior to his work at the OSC, Mr. Boswell was an Assistant Crown 
Attorney in Toronto with the Ministry of the Attorney General of 
Ontario. As a Crown Attorney, he prosecuted all types of criminal 
offences.
Mr. Boswell has also worked in private practice and began his legal 
career at a Toronto law firm.

Matthew Boswell
Commissioner, Canadian 

Competition Bureau

Cecilia Parker Aranha has been a Director of Consumer Protection at 
the UK’s Competition and Markets Authority since 2014. She leads a 
range of enforcement projects, including investigations into breaches of 
consumer protection law during the Coronavirus (Covid-10) pandemic 
and the recently launched investigation into misleading environmen-
tal claims. She represents the CMA in the International Consumer 
Protection and Enforcement Network, a global network of more than 
60 consumer protection bodies. She recently co-lead the network’s 
joint action to secure improved privacy transparency on the Apple and 
Google app stores.
Cecilia has worked in Government for almost 20 years. She has a spe-
cialism in consumer protection law and is a member of the Law Society 
of Scotland’s Consumer Law Committee. Cecilia holds a degree in Law 
and German and an MSc by research in Social Policy both from the 
University of Edinburgh.

Cecilia Parker Aranha
Director of Consumer Protection, 

Competition and Markets 
Authority, United Kingdom
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Simeon Thornton is a Director at the Competition and Markets Au-
thority, where he has led a number of high-profile projects relating 
to competition in digital markets, focussing on the role of large on-
line platforms. These include: the market study into online platforms 
and digital advertising; the recently-launched study into mobile eco-
systems; the antitrust investigation into Google’s Privacy Sandbox 
proposals to withdraw support for third party cookies on its Chrome 
browser; and policy work with the Information Commissioner’s Office 
on the interaction between privacy and competition. 
Simeon was previously chief economist and director of analysis at the 
Department for Energy and Climate Change, where he led a team of 
over 100 economists, statisticians, social and operational researchers. 
In previous roles he was responsible for climate change economic 
analysis at Defra, led market studies at the OFT and was a senior con-
sultant at the economics consultancy NERA, specialising in energy 
market regulation and restructuring.

Simeon Thornton
Director of Competition, 

Competition and Markets 
Authority, United Kingdom

Dr Cristina Caffarra is an expert in competition economics who has 
led for several years the antitrust and regulatory team at Charles River 
Associates in Europe. She has directed economic analyses in multi-
ple competition investigations on some of the landmark mergers and 
antitrust matters of the past 20 years, before the EC and the competi-
tion agencies of the UK, multiple Member States, and across the globe. 
She has provided expert economic evidence in multiple litigated cases 
before the courts (from the General Court in Luxembourg to the High 
Court and the Competition Appeal Tribunal in London, and many 
more). She has advised both corporate clients and government enforc-
ers in multiple cases concerning digital companies, media, telecoms, 
and more. She is a CEPR member and Deputy Director of the CEPR 
Competition Policy RPN.

Cristina Caffarra
Senior Consultant, Charles River 

Associates
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Aik Kor is the Chief Executive and a Commissioner of the Competition 
& Consumer Commission of Singapore. 
Aik Kor has served in various positions in the public sector, including 
as a Justices’ Law Clerk to the Chief Justice and Judges of the Supreme 
Court, Assistant Registrar at the Supreme Court, Deputy Public 
Prosecutor, District Judge of the Subordinate Courts, and the Official 
Assignee & Public Trustee at the Insolvency and Public Trustee’s Office 
at the Ministry of Law. From 2005 to 2010, Aik Kor was seconded to 
then Competition Commission of Singapore, where she served as its 
first Director (Legal & Enforcement). 
Aik Kor read law at the London School of Economics and Political 
Science, University of London and holds a Masters of Law from 
Harvard Law School.

Sia Aik Kor
Chief Executive and a 

Commissioner, Competition & 
Consumer Commission of Singapore

Dina Kallay is an ICN NGA for the Swedish Competition Authority, 
and Head of Antitrust (IPR, Americas &amp; Asia-Pacific) at Ericsson, 
a world-leading provider of telecommunications equipment and ser-
vices, where her responsibilities cover global antitrust matters includ-
ing antitrust policy, litigation, and compliance.
Prior to joining Ericsson in 2013, Dina served as Counsel for Intellectual 
Property (“IP”) and International Antitrust at .the U.S. Federal Trade 
Commission, where she focused on worldwide antitrust-IP matters as 
well as multilateral and Asian competition matters. Prior to that, Dina 
practiced antitrust and IP law at a number of law firms, most recently 
with the Washington DC office of Howrey LLP. She also worked as 
in-house antitrust counsel for Microelectrónica Española. In 2000-
2001, Ms. Kallay clerked at the European Commission Directorate 
General for Competition (DG COMP) Unit for Information Industries 
and Consumer Electronics. 
She holds an LL.M and a doctorate from the University of Michigan 
Law School, and is a frequent speaker and writer on international anti-
trust and antitrust-IP issues.

Dina Kallay
Head of Antitrust at Ericsson
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Andrés Barreto was appointed Superintendent of Industry and 
Commerce in August 2018. 
He has extensive experience of both the public and private sectors. 
He served as Legal Director, Program Advisor and Treasurer for the 
victorious 2018 Presidential Campaign. 
Previously he worked as Of Counsel in a Colombian law firm, legal 
advisor of various private companies and public entities, and as legisla-
tive and legal advisor to the Colombian Senate. 
He also worked as legal advisor for the youth program at the Presidency, 
and for the Bogotá’s Mayor’s Office as the Director of International 
Relations. He also spent a number of years working at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, where he was legal advisor, Deputy Director of Legal 
Affairs and Deputy Director of Protocol, overseeing international and 
domestic legal matters, as well as diplomatic appointments, privileges 
and immunities. 
He was also lawyer for the Bogotá Chamber of Commerce, provided 
official counsel at law firms within Colombia, worked as a legal advisor 
and manager of entertainment and service companies and has served 
as attorney for a number of international and non-profit organizations.
He has over ten years’ experience working as a lawyer, professor and 
researcher in the fields of public, business and international law. He is a 
member of the Colombian Academy of International Law (ACCOLDI), 
the International Bar Association (IBA) and the Colombian Jurists’ 
Association (CCJ), where he serves as Secretary General. 
Andrés Barreto holds a law degree (JD) from the Rosario University, 
Colombia (Universidad del Rosario), as well as two Master’s degrees: one 
in International Affairs from the Universities (Externado/Columbia/
SciencesPo) and the second in International Legal Studies from the 
University of Barcelona (Spain). He holds a further two postgradu-
ate degrees in Administrative Law (Javeriana University/Universidad 
Javeriana, Colombia) and International Politics from the Universities 
(Externado/Columbia/SciencesPo).

Andrés Barreto
Superintendent of Industry and 
Commerce (SIC), Colombia; The 
Competition, Consumer, Legal 

Metrology, Data Protection and 
Industrial Property Authority 

Mr Samuel Chan has been a member of the Hong Kong Competition 
Commission (Commission) since 2016 and was appointed Chairman of 
the Commission in May 2020. Apart from the Commission, Mr Chan 
has also been actively involved in public services. He was former Vice-
Chairman of the Consumer Council and he continues to serve other 
advisory and statutory bodies in Hong Kong, including the Insurance 
Authority and the Town Planning Appeal Board.
Mr Chan is a practising barrister at Denis Chang’s Chambers, regu-
larly advising and acting in commercial, company, and chancery dis-
putes. He is also a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and 
the Hong Kong Institute of Arbitrators.Samuel Chan

Chairman, Hong Kong Competition 
Commission
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Graduated in Law with merit from the University of Zaragoza in 1986. 
Special Degree in European Law for the Free University of Brussels in 
1987, with Great Distinction. 
Between 1987 and February 2020, she worked as a lawyer in private 
practice specialized in EU and Competition Law. She also taught those 
topics at prestigious Spanish and foreign universities such as Toulouse 
School of Economics, McGeorge University of the Pacific, Carlos 
III University, Autonomous University of Barcelona and Barcelona 
Graduate School of Economics, among others. From 1993 to 1997 she 
was référendaire at the Court of Justice of the European Union. She 
was the first woman to be appointed as a Co-Chair of the Antitrust 
Committee of the International Bar Association (IBA). In addition, 
she held the position of Vice-chair of the Economics Committee of the 
Antitrust Section at the American Bar Association (ABA), Officer of 
the International Cartel Task Force of the ABA Antitrust Section, and 
member of the IBA LPD Council. She was also a Non Governmental 
Advisor (NGA) of the EU Commission and the National Commission 
for Markets and Competition before the International Competition 
Network (ICN). 
In 1986 she was awarded with the NATO Fellowship Program. Among 
her many distinctions awarded for her professional practice stands 
out her recognition as one of the 30 best specialists in Competition/
Antitrust worldwide in the Best of the Best category of the Expert 
Guides year after year; her recognition as one of the „100 Women in 
Antitrust Worldwide” by Global Competition Review (GCR). In 2018 
and 2019 Chambers named her „Star Individual” in her specialty in 
Spain. She is the first woman to obtain the “Outstanding Contribution 
to the Legal Profession” award by Chambers. 
Additionally, she is the author of numerous publications in the area of 
Competition and EU Law, and a regular speaker on these matters.

Cani Fernández Vicién
President, Spanish National 
Commission of Markets and 

Competition

Lars Sørgard is the Director General for the Norwegian Competition 
Authority. Sørgard has a professional background as professor at the 
department of economics, of the Norwegian School of Economics. He 
has professional expertise in competition policy, and he has been very 
active in both teaching and research. Main areas are industrial orga-
nization, competitive strategy and competition policy. He has been 
involved as a consultant for several private and public firms, as well as 
public authorities. Sørgard has also participated in numerous public 
committees, including the committee that proposed recommendations 
for a revised Competition Act in 2012. He is also one of the founders of 
Bergen Centre for Competition Law and Economics.Lars Sørgard

Director General, Norwegian 
Competition Authority
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Liz is Deputy Director for International Antitrust at the U.S. Federal 
Trade Commission. She leads the team that coordinates the FTC’s 
international antitrust policy, bilateral cooperation and case coordi-
nation work, and represents the Federal Trade Commission in mul-
tilateral fora, actively participating in the International Competition 
Network and the OECD Competition Committee. Prior to joining the 
FTC in 2002, Liz practiced EU competition law in the Brussels office of 
a major U.S. law firm, focusing on merger-related work in the telecom-
munications and Internet technology fields. She was a Fulbright Scholar 
to the European Union, received a Master’s degree in European Legal 
Studies from the College of Europe, Bruges, Belgium, and holds a J.D. 
from Georgetown University Law Center and a B.A. from Dartmouth 
College. Liz is admitted to the bars of the State of New York and the 
District of Columbia, and serves as a member of the American Bar 
Association’s Antitrust Law Section leadership.

Elizabeth F. Kraus
Deputy Director for International 

Antitrust, USA Federal Trade 
Commission

Dr. Arsenio M. Balisacan is serving as the first Chairperson of the 
Philippine Competition Commission. Before this appointment, he was 
the Philippine Government’s chief economist, serving as Socioeconomic 
Planning Secretary (Minister) and concurrent Director-General of the 
National Economic and Development Authority in 2012-2016. 
A member of the regular faculty of the University of the Philippines 
(UP) for over three decades, Professor Balisacan was Dean of the UP 
School of Economics and Director-Chief Executive of the Southeast 
Asian Regional Centre for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture 
(SEARCA). Before joining the UP faculty in 1987, he was Research 
Fellow at the East-West Center in Honolulu and Economist at the 
World Bank in Washington, D.C.
He has authored and co-edited seven books and published, both locally 
and internationally, close to 100 academic and policy papers on var-
ious development issues, particularly in the Philippines and Asia. 
His papers have appeared in, among others,Economics Letters,World 
Development,Review of World Economics, andEconomic Development 
and Cultural Change.
Chairperson Balisacan holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the University 
of Hawaii, MS in Agricultural Economics from the University of the 
Philippines Los Baños, and B.S. in Agriculture from the Mariano 
Marcos State University.

Chairperson 
Arsenio M. Balisacan

Philippine Competition 
Commission
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Antonio Capobianco is currently the Acting Head of the OECD 
Competition Division. In this position, he is responsible for the proceed-
ings of the OECD Competition Committee and for all the other work 
streams of the Division. Over the years at the OECD, Mr Capobianco 
has coordinated a series of OECD projects and work streams and has 
authored numerous Background Notes of the Secretariat on a wide 
range of competition law enforcement and policy topics. He has led 
many in-country projects to support domestic reforms and he regu-
larly represents the OECD at international events.
Prior to joining the OECD in 2007, Mr Capobianco was a Counsel in 
the Competition Department of WilmerHale LLP, based in Brussels. 
He also spent three years with the Italian Competition Authority. Mr 
Capobianco authored several articles on antitrust issues published on 
major international law journals specialized in competition law and 
he co-authored textbooks on Italian and European competition law 
and economics. He regularly speaks at international conferences on 
antitrust and regulation issues. Mr. Capobianco graduated in law at 
the L.U.I.S.S. – Guido Carli in Rome and holds LL.M. degrees from 
the Law School of the New York University and from the Institute of 
European Studies of the Université Libre de Bruxelles.

Antonio Capobianco
Acting Head of Division, OECD 

Competition Division

Mr Michele Pacillo is an international affairs officer at the Italian 
Competition Authority (AGCM), which he joined in 2012. He supports 
the AGCM’s participation to the various international organizations 
and forums (in particular the ICN and the OECD) by coordinating 
international projects, contributing to the production of AGCM’s 
submissions and policy papers and participating to the organization 
of capacity building workshops addressed to younger competition 
agencies. 
Before joining the AGCM, he worked at the Irish Competition 
Authority in the merger division and in the policy division.
He graduated in Economics from Bocconi University, Italy, and 
holds a MSc in Economics from University of York, England, and a 
Postgraduate Diploma in EU Competition Law from King’s College, 
London.

Michele Pacillo
International affairs officer, Italian 

Competition Authority
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Teresa Moreira, Head, Competition and Consumer Policies Branch of 
UNCTAD - United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
since 5 October 2016, and rotating officer in charge of the Division on 
International Trade and Commodities of UNCTAD since mid-Octo-
ber 2020, previously served as Consumer Director-General of Portugal 
(January 2010 - September 2016) and as a Member of the Board of the 
Portuguese Competition Authority (March 2003 - March 2008) when 
it was first established. She also served as Portugal’s Director-General 
and Deputy Director General for International Economic Relations, 
and held senior positions at the former Directorate-General for 
Competition. She worked for 20 years as a part-time Teaching Assistant 
at the Faculty of Law, University of Lisbon in the areas of International 
Economic Law and European Law as well as of European Competition 
Law and European Economic Law (graduate studies). 
Teresa Moreira holds a Law Degree and a Masters’ Degree in European 
Law (European Competition Law) by the Faculty of Law, University of 
Lisbon, Portugal. 

Teresa Moreira
Head, Competition and Consumer 

Policies Branch, UNCTAD

Antonia Horrocks is General Manager - Competition at the New 
Zealand Commerce Commission. She manages the Branch which is 
responsible for delivering the Commission’s market studies, merger 
control, cartels and competition investigations work. She joined the 
Commission in August 2016 from the UK Competition & Markets 
Authority. Prior to joining the UK regulator, she worked on as an anti-
trust lawyer in London from 2003. She started her career at a law firm 
in New Zealand.

Antonia Horrocks
General Manager – Competition, 

New Zealand Commerce 
Commission
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Andy is currently Vice Chairperson of the Taiwan Fair Trade 
Commission (TFTC). He served as Commissioner of the TFTC from 
2007 to 2010. During his term of commissioner at the TFTC, he was 
responsible for the agency’s international affairs, in addition to his 
case-reviewing obligations. He supervised submissions and led del-
egates to annual meetings of the OECD Competition Committee in 
Paris. His familiarity with international competition laws and policies 
has made him a regular speaker on related topics to government agen-
cies, private companies, and leading academic institutions and profes-
sional organizations, such as Yale University, University of Southern 
California, National University of Singapore, Korea University, National 
Law University (Delhi, India), Jindal Global University (Delhi, India), 
Global Competition Review, and LeadershIP. Before rejoining the 
TFTC in February 2021, Andy was a professor of law at the School of 
Law of Chung Yuan Christian University in Taiwan from 2010 to 2021, 
and was the dean of the law school from 2019 to 2021. Andy earned 
his law degrees from National Taiwan University (LL.B.), Soochow 
University (Taiwan, LL.M.), Duke University (LL.M.) and Northwestern 
University (Doctor of Juridical Science). He has published extensively 
on antitrust and regulatory issues in both Chinese and English, mainly 
from the perspective of economic analysis. His most recent English 
publications include (1) Due Process and Transparency Requirements 
for Investigating Competition Cases in Taiwan (book chapter in 
Antitrust Procedural Fairness, Oxford University Press, January 2019); 
(2) Political, economic and legal driving forces shaping the developmen-
tal contours of competition law: the experience of Taiwan (book chap-
ter in Research Handbook on Asian Competition Law, Edward Elgar 
Publishing, 2020); (3) Setting Sail on a Sea of Doubt Again?: Antitrust 
Review of Data-Driven Non-Horizontal Mergers (book chapter in The 
Evolution of Antitrust in the Digital Era: Essays on Competition Policy 
Volume Two, Competition Policy International, 2021).

Andy Chen
Vice Chairperson, Taiwan Fair 

Trade Commission

Rikard Jermsten is the Director General of the Swedish Competition 
Authority (SCA). He took office on 1 September 2017.
Prior to joining the SCA, he held the position of Senior Judge of Appeal, 
Head of Division at the Administrative Court of Appeal in Stockholm. 
Mr Jermsten has also previously worked within Swedish government 
offices and was Director General for Legal and Administrative Affairs 
at the Ministry of Finance between 2010 and 2017.

Rikard Jermsten
Director General, Swedish 

Competition Authority
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Mr. Kariuki is the Director – General of the Competition Authority of 
Kenya, a position he has held since January, 2013. His main interests are 
in competition regulation and also Economics of institutions’ devel-
opment. In addition, he has been focusing on the interface between 
Competition policy and other related government policies, especially 
on poverty reduction and Financial inclusion mainly through effective 
regulation of Digital Financial services (DFS). He is also well known for 
his advocacy initiatives, nationally and internationally, geared towards 
entrenching competition in various sectors of the Kenyan economy 
and boosting regional trade.
He is a holder of Master of Science in Economic Regulation and 
Competition from City University- London; BA-Economics & Business 
Studies (Kenyatta University) and various Certificates in Strategic 
Leadership and Corporate Governance.

Francis Kariuki
Director – General, Competition 

Authority of Kenya

William E. Kovacic is the Global Competition Professor of Law and 
Policy at George Washington University Law School and Director of 
its Competition Law Center. He is also a Visiting Professor at King’s 
College London. Since August 2013, he has been a non-executive direc-
tor with the United Kingdom Competition & Markets Authority. With 
Ariel Ezrachi, he edits the Journal of Antitrust Enforcement. From 
January 2006 to October 2011, he was a member of the Federal Trade 
Commission and chaired the agency from March 2008 until March 
2009. He was the FTC’s General Counsel from 2001 through 2004

William E. Kovacic
Global Competition Professor of 

Law and Policy, George Washington 
University Law School, USA

Andrea Coscelli has been the Chief Executive of the Competition & 
Markets Authority (CMA) since July 2016. He joined the CMA in 
November 2013 as the executive board member heading the Directorate 
responsible for UK merger control, the markets regime and the CMA’s 
work in regulated sectors. He joined the CMA from Ofcom (UK 
Communications Regulator) where he was a Director of Economic 
Analysis. He previously worked at Charles Rivers Associates (CRA) in 
London where he was a Vice President (Partner) in the Competition 
Practice. He co-founded the Association of Competition Economics 
(ACE) in 2003. He holds a PhD in Economics from Stanford University 
and was awarded a Commander of the British Empire (CBE) for ser-
vices to Competitive Markets in the 2020 New Year Honours.

Dr Andrea Coscelli CBE
Chief Executive, Competition 
& Markets Authority, United 

Kingdom
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Alexandre Cordeiro Macedo is the President of the Administrative 
Council for Economic Defense (CADE), the Brazilian antitrust 
authority. Prior to becoming the head of CADE, Cordeiro was the 
Superintendent General of CADE for four years. He also previously 
served as a Commissioner at CADE. He is a Visiting Scholar and 
International Fellow of the Global Antitrust Institute of the Antonin 
Scalia Law School. Cordeiro is a Professor at several federal universities 
in Brazil and abroad. He has had his articles published in books, mag-
azines and newspapers, and has given a number of lectures at national 
and international events and universities, including at Harvard Law 
School and Northwestern University.Alexandre Cordeiro 

Macedo
President, Administrative Council 

for Economic Defense (CADE), 
Brazil

Margarida Matos Rosa is President of the Portuguese Competition 
Authority (Autoridade da Concorrência). She previously worked for 
the Portuguese Securities Markets Commission (CMVM) and, in the 
private sector, for BNP Paribas, Santander Investment and UBS Bank, 
in the areas of economic research, investment banking and investment 
management. Margarida Matos Rosa holds an M.P.A. from Princeton 
University and an undergraduate degree in Economics from UC 
Louvain (Belgium).

Margarida Matos Rosa 
President, Portuguese Competition 

Authority

Lina Khan was sworn in as Chair of the Federal Trade Commission on 
June 15, 2021.
Prior to becoming head of the FTC, Khan was an Associate Professor 
of Law at Columbia Law School. She also previously served as coun-
sel to the U.S. House Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on 
Antitrust, Commercial, and Administrative Law, legal adviser to FTC 
Commissioner Rohit Chopra, and legal director at the Open Markets 
Institute.
Khan’s scholarship on antitrust and competition policy has been pub-
lished in the Columbia Law Review, Harvard Law Review, University 
of Chicago Law Review, and Yale Law Journal. She is a graduate of 
Williams College and Yale Law School.

Lina Khan
Chair, USA Federal Trade 

Commission
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Rod Sims was appointed Chair of the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (ACCC) in August 2011 for an initial five-year 
term, reappointed for a further three years in August 2016, and reap-
pointed again for a further three years until July 2022, making him the 
longest serving Chair of the ACCC.
Rod has extensive business and public sector experience. Immediately 
prior to his appointment to the ACCC, he was the Chairman of the 
Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of New South Wales 
(IPART), Commissioner on the National Competition Council, 
Chairman of InfraCo Asia, Director of Ingeus Limited, and a member 
of the Research and Policy Council of the Committee for Economic 
Development of Australia. Rod was also a Director of Port Jackson 
Partners Limited, where he advised the CEOs and boards of some of 
Australia’s top 50 companies on commercial corporate strategy over 
many years. Rod relinquished all of these roles on becoming Chair of 
the ACCC.
Rod is also a past Chairman of the NSW Rail Infrastructure Corporation 
and the State Rail Authority and has been a director of a number of 
private sector companies. During the late 1980s and early 1990s, Rod 
worked as the Deputy Secretary in the Commonwealth Department of 
the Prime Minister and Cabinet responsible for economic, infrastruc-
ture and social policy and the Cabinet Office. He also worked as Deputy 
Secretary in the Department of Transport and Communications. 
Between 1988 and 1990 Rod was the Economic Advisor to Australia’s 
Prime Minister.
Rod holds a first-class honours degree in commerce from the University 
of Melbourne and a Master of Economics from the Australian National 
University.

Rod Sims 
Chair, Australian Competition and 

Consumer Commission

Gabriel Vasquez holds a degree on International Relations from 
Tecnológico de Monterrey, and also studied international Public Policy 
at University College London. He have certifications on Negotiations 
and Conflict Management and translation and interpretation.
He currently works as International Relations Director of the 
Superintendency for Market Power Control of Ecuador.

Gabriel Vasquez
International Relations Director, 

Superintendency for Market Power 
Control of Ecuador
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Randy Tritell was appointed as Director of the Office of Internation-
al Affairs by Chairman Debbie Majoras in 2007. He is responsible 
for coordinating the FTC’s international antitrust and consumer 
protection policies and the FTC’s involvement in cases that raise 
international issues. He also represents the FTC in multilateral fora 
including the International Competition Network, on which he serves 
as a member of the Steering Group, and the OECD Competition 
Committee, and in the negotiation and implementation of internation-
al cooperation agreements and competition and consumer protection 
provisions of trade agreements.
Prior to joining the Federal Trade Commission in 1998, Mr. Tritell 
was a partner with Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP, practicing in New 
York and in Brussels where he opened the firm’s office. Mr. Tritell 
began his career at the Federal Trade Commission, serving in various 
positions including Assistant to the Director of the Bureau of Con-
sumer Protection, Attorney Advisor to Commissioner Terry Calvani, 
and Executive Assistant to the Chairman.
Mr. Tritell obtained his law degree from the University of Pennsylva-
nia Law School. He co-chairs the ABA Antitrust Law Section’s Inter-
national Comments and Policy Committee and serves on the advisory 
board of the Journal of Antitrust Enforcement and of the Fordham 
Competition Law Institute.

Randy Tritell
Director of the Office of 

International Affairs, USA Federal 
Trade Commission

Gudmundur Haukur Gudmundsson is a Division Manager and the 
International Coordinator at the Icelandic Competition Authority 
(ICA). He specializes in competition law matters and European Union 
law. He has recently been involved in negotiation of the competition 
policy in the new free trade agreement between the EEA EFTA states 
and the UK, as well the Nordic Cooperation Agreement for competi-
tion cases. He joined the ICA in 2016 after having previously worked at 
the EFTA Surveillance Authority in Brussels. He holds a degree in Law 
from Reykjavik University in Iceland, and LL.M from Lund University 
in Sweden.

Gudmundur Haukur 
Gudmundsson

Division Manager and 
International Coordinator, 

Icelandic Competition Authority
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ICN Agency Effectiveness Working Group (AEWG)

Mission: Identify key elements of a well-function-
ing competition agency and develop best practices for 
agency strategy, operations, and procedures, as well 
as encourage and facilitate the greater involvement 
of agency Chief/Senior Economists and NGA econo-
mists in ICN work.

AEWG Working Group Co-Chairs: Competition 
and Consumer Authority of Botswana (CCA), Com-
petition and Consumer Commission of Singapore 
(CCCS) and Swedish Competition Authority (SCA). 
After the conference, the SCA will step down and 
Mexican Federal Economic Competition Commission 
(COFECE) will become a Co-Chair.

2020-2021 AEWG Work Product
Digitalisation, Innovation and Agency Effec-

tiveness (multi-year project): From the responses to 
a survey of member agencies, the AEWG published 
a report on “Digitalisation, Innovation and Agency 
Effectiveness”. The report illustrates the level of dig-
italisation among member agencies and how it was 
achieved. It also shares practical experiences for mem-
ber agencies to learn from to improve agency effec-
tiveness. The report looks at three key areas: agencies’ 
digital environments and digital tools, digital goals 
and strategies, as well as adoption of new digital skills. 
In addition, in March 2021 the AEWG hosted a webi-
nar which explored agencies’ internal digital goals, 
strategies and tactics, digital tools and technologies, 
as well as COVID-19’s impact on agencies’ digital 
transformation.

Case Prioritisation and Initiation: This project 
examines how early case prioritisation and manage-
ment can contribute to effective and efficient enforce-
ment. The AEWG hosted a webinar in October 2020 to 
explore how member agencies identify and set compe-
tition enforcement prioritisation policies. A survey was 
also conducted to look into member agencies’ meth-
ods and principles to prioritise cases so as to make the 
best use of their resources. It delved into competition 
agencies’ practices in handling complaints / tip-offs 
/ referrals, weighing different enforcement priorities, 
and the effectiveness and/or challenges of doing so. 
These inputs were collated into a report.

The Role of Chief/Senior Economists for Effective 
Enforcement: This project is focused on increasing the 
involvement of Chief/Senior Economists and NGAs 
within the ICN to further develop and emphasize the 
importance of economics in competition analysis. 
During the webinar on „Market Studies: Economist’s 
Perspective” in March 2021, a panel of Agency and 
NGA economists discuss their recent experiences in 
conducting market studies by bringing the economic 
perspective to the forefront. 

2021-2022 Proposed Work

Digitalisation, Innovation and Agency Effec-
tiveness (multi-year project): Based on the AEWG 
Report on “Digitalisation, Innovation and Agency 
Effectiveness”, this project will further explore differ-
ent strategies used by competition agencies to digital-
ise and innovate their agencies. In particular, the proj-
ect may look at deployment of innovative digital tools 
and solutions, as well as creating a forum for non-tra-
ditional digital roles within competition agencies to 
discuss specific digital issues.

Agency Effectiveness Post-COVID-19: This proj-
ect will focus on how the future operations of com-
petition agencies after the pandemic look like, what 
changes have been done in their institutional design 
and processes, and what practices/experiences could 
be shared between ICN members. This project could 
explore topics such as remote and electronic work, 
institutional re-design or adjustments, as well as how 
agencies’ strategies have changed in order to support 
the economic recovery during and after the pandemic.

Planning, Monitoring and Measuring Effective-
ness (multi-year project): Planning, monitoring, 
and measuring agency effectiveness are vital steps 
to increase the likelihood of an agency successfully 
achieving its objectives. This project will focus on 
member agencies’ best practices, experiences, and chal-
lenges in identifying clear objectives and strategies, 
assessing progress as well as evaluating effectiveness.

The Role of Chief/Senior Economists for Effective 
Enforcement: We will start planning for the AEWG’s 
3rd Chief/Senior Economist Workshop while making 
sure the topics are built off the feedback received in 
previous years and global competition trends.
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ICN Advocacy Working Group (AWG) 

Mission: Promote a competitive environment by 
means of non-enforcement mechanisms, mainly 
through developing the relationship of competition 
agencies with other governmental entities and by 
increasing public awareness regarding the benefits of 
competition.

AWG Working Group Co-Chairs: Hong Kong 
Competition Commission, Norwegian Competition 
Authority, Superintendency of Industry and Com-
merce of Colombia. After the conference, the Norwe-
gian Competition Authority will step down and the 
Philippine Competition Commission will become a 
Co-Chair.

2020-2021 Advocacy Work Product

Competition Compliance Based on a survey and a 
webinar discussion, a report is written up to summa-
rize and compare the views from competition agen-
cies and NGAs on key elements of an effective com-
pliance program and best way to foster a culture of 
compliance.

ICN Advocacy Toolkit The AWG reviewed the 
components of the Part I of the Advocacy Toolkit; 
conducted a survey to collect current and relevant 
competition advocacy work on the different steps 
for effective competition advocacy; updated the case 
studies based on the most relevant and noteworthy 
submissions from member agencies; and, refreshed its 
content building up on the insights from the webinar 
‘Effective competition advocacy initiatives: re-thinking 
the ICN Advocacy Toolkit, and from the analysis of 
member agencies’ responses. 

Competition Advocacy in Times of Crisis With 
a webinar on January 28th 2021, the project collated 
competition agencies’ advocacy efforts in response to 
the public health crisis and facilitating discussion on 
actions taken during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
project discussed what short and long-term negative 
impacts on competition are expected, and how these 
can be addressed effectively by advocacy efforts. 

2021 ICN-WBG Competition Advocacy Contest 
This contest aims to highlight the key role competition 

agencies play in promoting competition through 
showcasing their advocacy success stories. There 
are the four themes for this year’s contest under the 
topic of “Building Forward Better: how competition 
advocacy can support countries with Covid19 crisis 
response, relief, and resilient recovery”. The ICN and 
the WBG will announce the results of the ICN/World 
Bank Advocacy Contest on Thursday 7 October 2021. 

2021-2022 Proposed Work Product
Advocating a legal framework for effective inter-

national enforcement cooperation The aim of the 
project is to explore and promote the best approaches 
to effective international enforcement cooperation. To 
do so, we will identify and put forward notable initia-
tives implemented by competition authorities to over-
come substantive and legal barriers to effective inter-
national co-operation. 

Expansion of Market Studies Information Store 
with a new session dedicated for international col-
laborative studies This project will collect and col-
late market studies/ research reports that are jointly 
conducted or as the result of collaborations between 
competition agencies. It recognizes and highlights 
the ever-growing importance of international cooper-
ation between competition agencies in the realms of 
enforcement as well as advocacy work.

AWG Workshop

The AWG is planning to organize two work-
shops with the objective of fostering experiences and 
best-practices-sharing in advocacy among compe-
tition officials and NGAs. The first workshop will be 
organized in cooperation with the CNMC of Spain 
in Q1 2022, whereas the second will be organized 
in cooperation with the competition authorities of 
Kenya. Date is yet to be confirmed due to the pending 
uncertainty relating to the Covid-19 situation. 

2022 ICN-WBG Competition Advocacy Contest 
The project has attracted the attention of both younger 
and experienced agencies and has positioned itself as 
an important incentive to promote advocacy actions 
throughout the world. The AWG and the AGCM plan 
to continue this successful contest in collaboration 
with the WBG.
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ICN Cartel Working Group (CWG)

Mission: Address the challenges of anti-cartel 
enforcement, including the prevention, detection, 
investigation and punishment of cartel conduct. At 
the heart of antitrust enforcement is the battle against 
hard core cartels directed at price fixing, bid rigging, 
market allocation and output restriction.

CWG Working Group Co-Chairs: Russia (FAS), 
France (Autorité de la concurrence) and Italy (AGCM). 
Sub-Group Co-Chairs: Hungary (GVH), Turkey 
(TCA), Chile (FNE) and Netherlands (ACM)

2020-2021 Cartel Work Product
ICN Member Survey on Trends and Developments 

in Anti-Cartel Enforcement in the Second Decade of 
the ICN (2011-2020)”. Report summarising survey 
responses and highlighting key changes over the past 
decade. 

Updated Chapters 3, 4 and 5 of the ICN Anti-Car-
tel Enforcement Manual (Digital Evidence Gath-
ering, Cartel Case Initiation and Investigative 
Strategy), in line with the content and findings of 
the “Big Data & Cartels Scoping Paper”.

“Horizontal Cooperation Agreements and Crisis 
Cartels at times of Covid-19” Project: webinars series 
focusing on (i) the assessment of horizontal coopera-
tion agreements and sector exemptions, (ii) practical 

challenges in cartel investigations and (iii) the assess-
ment of crisis cartels at times of Covid-19.

Webinar series on various topics including Com-
pliance in Cartel Cases and Hub-and-Spoke Cartel 
Cases.

2021-2022 Proposed Work Product
Dissemination, Implementation & Outreach Proj-

ect: the CWG will identify key existing work products 
to be updated, disseminated and promoted within its 
members, with focus on international cooperation 
(e.g., the Anti-Cartel Enforcement Template) and 
digital tools for cartel investigations (e.g., see above 
the project on Big Data & Cartels). 

“Horizontal Cooperation Agreements and Cri-
sis Cartels at times of Covid-19” Project: document 
collecting agencies’ inputs and publicly available 
information on: i) agencies’ guidelines and practice in 
assessing horizontal agreements and ii) lessons learnt 
from past crisis cartels. 

Webinar series on topics of interest including inter-
national cooperation in cartel cases, the impact of dig-
italization in cartel enforcement, crisis cartels at times 
of Covid-19 (see project above) and compliance in car-
tel cases or cartel criminalization.
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ICN Merger Working Group (MWG)

Mission: Promote best practices that: (i) enhance 
the effectiveness of merger review; (ii) facilitate proce-
dural and substantive convergence; and (iii) reduce the 
costs of multijurisdictional merger reviews.

MWG Working Group Co-Chairs: UK’s Competi-
tion and Markets Authority (CMA), Spain’s Comisión 
Nacional de los Mercados y la Competencia (CNMC) 
and Brazil’s Conselho Administrativo de Defesa Eco-
nomica (CADE). After the Annual Conference, the 
CMA will step down and the Norwegian Konkurran-
setilsynet will become a Co-Chair. 

2020-2021 MWG Work Product
Joint venture mergers: Survey and report on joint 

ventures, covering issues such as the notion and prac-
tical aspects of joint control, the requisites for a joint 
venture to be notifiable, and the theories of harm used 
when analysing a joint venture.

Merger control in times of crisis: Regional webi-
nars discussing the impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic on merger review processes and a final report 
on the key findings of the webinars. 

MWG Virtual Workshop on Merger remedies: 
Heads of Agency Webinar which discussed relevant 
issues around merger remedies, including the debate 
on structural and behavioural remedies, coordination 
with other agencies in multi-jurisdictional remedies, 
and ex post reviews of the efficiency of past remedies. 
The Workshop will be followed by two additional 
global webinars which will further explore different 
topics relating to merger remedies, to be held in Fall 
2021.

Update to the merger notification and proce-
dures template: Revision of the template which was 
last updated in 2009 to reflect developments in merger 
assessments in recent years. The updated information 

provided by MWG members will be included in a final 
report and will be published on the ICN website after 
approval by the respective authorities.

Other ongoing and ad-hoc initiatives: Contrib-
uting to the Promotion and Implementation (P&I) 
Workshop Skills Series Workshops on investigative 
planning and processes, developing reliable evidence 
through interviews and document reviews, and har-
nessing international cooperation. 

MWG Events
• Heads of Agency Webinar on Merger Remedies fol-

lowed by two global webinars to further explore the 
topic (Spring and Fall 2021, respectively) 

• Merger control in times of crisis webinars (Fall 
2020)

2021-2022 Proposed Work 

Ex-post merger evaluation: Series of webinars on 
ex-post monitoring and ex-post evaluation of mergers 
followed by a final report summarising key findings. 
In addition, a list of NCAs that have conducted ex-post 
merger evaluations will be compiled.

Control of personal data, market power, and 
potential competition in merger reviews: Compara-
tive survey and report on the correlation between the 
control of personal data, market power, and potential 
competition in merger review. This project will explore 
how the control of personal data contributes to grant-
ing companies market power, and how the control of 
personal data arising from mergers may strengthen 
the dominant position of incumbent firms, create bar-
riers to entry for new firms, and/or eliminate potential 
competitors.

Entry and expansion: revision of the ICN Recom-
mended Practices Chapter on entry and expansion to 
reflect recent developments on this topic.
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ICN Unilateral Conduct Working Group (UCWG) 

Mission: Examine the challenges involved in ana-
lysing unilateral conduct of dominant firms and 
firms with substantial market power, facilitate greater 
understanding of the issues involved in analysing uni-
lateral conduct, and promote convergence and sound 
enforcement of laws governing unilateral conduct. 

UCWG Working Group Co-Chairs (2020-2021): 
South Africa Competition Commission, Euro-
pean Commission DG COMP and Japan Fair Trade 
Commission. 

2020-2021 UCWG Work Product
Assessing Dominance in the Digital Age (multi-

year project):
After the publication of the survey Report on Dom-

inance/Substantial Market Power in Digital Markets 
in July 2020, the topic was further deepened in several 
webinars during the ICN year (see below). Thereaf-
ter, the UCWG has established a paper on dominance 
in digital markets. It covers two main topics, namely 
markets shares and barriers to entry and expansion 
in digital markets and provides key information on 
the most important features that are relevant for the 
assessment of these two crucial elements in compe-
tition cases. It also provides insights on the type of 
evidence an agency venturing into the enforcement in 
digitals may be particularly interested in.

Webinar/Teleseminar Call Series on:
• “Report ICN Survey on Dominance/Substantial 

Market Power in Digital Markets” (27/10/2020)

• “Excessive Pricing in Health (incl. unilateral con-
duct in times of COVID 19)” (26/01/2021)

• “Market Shares in Digital Markets” (23/02/2021)
• “Barriers to Entry in Digital Markets” (23/03/2021)

2021-2022 Proposed Work Product

Analysis of Theories of Harm and Design of Rem-
edies Concerning Unilateral Conduct with Domi-
nance/Substantial Market Power in Digital Markets:

The UCWG proposes to extend its multi-year proj-
ect to explore the main issues and challenges con-
nected with analysis of theories of harm and design 
of remedies concerning unilateral conduct with dom-
inance/substantial market power in digital markets. 
The UCWG will conduct a survey and circulate a ques-
tionnaire of the survey on the above mentioned topics 
to the ICN member agencies and NGAs in November 
2021. The survey aims to identify challenges that the 
ICN member agencies face when analysing theories 
of harm and designing remedies in actual unilateral 
conduct cases in digital markets and to know how the 
agencies are dealing with such challenges.

Webinar/Teleseminar Call Series:
It is proposed to hold webinars on topics, such as 

“Cooperation between Competition Authorities on 
Unilateral Conduct” and “Abuse of Dominance in 
Regulated Sectors”.

UCWG Workshop:
The UCWG Workshop is planned to be held in 

India in March 2022.
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